Installing Windows Server 2025 vNext Version 26063

In this post, | am going to download and install above version on a virtual machine for testing. You can

download preview version from below link.

www.microsoft.com/en-us/software-download/windowsinsiderpreviewserver?wa=wsignin1.0&Ic=1033

Windows Server Insider Preview

Follow these steps to download Windows Server Insider Preview builds:

Select an entry from the dropdown below, and click Confirm. Download the image.

We encourage you to visit the Windows Server Insiders forum on Microsoft Tech Communities to
collaborate, share and learn from experts.

For more information and to manage your Insider membership, visit the Windows Insider home page or
Windows Insiders for Business home page.

Microsoft Server Previews

Windows Server VNext Preview ISO (Canary) - Build 26063

Select Language

Navigate to

Windows PC OS Preview

Windows Server Insider Preview
Windows 11 on Arm Insider Preview
SDK Insider Preview

ADK Insider Preview

'WDK Insider Preview

HLK Insider Preview

[English {(United States)

Downloads

Choose a link below to begin the download.

Windows Server vNext LTSC Preview - Build 26063 English

Download Now

File name: | Windows_InsiderPreview_Server_vMext_en-us_26063.iso

Save as type: |ISO Other File (VLC) (*.iso)

- Hide Folders

| [ concel



https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/software-download/windowsinsiderpreviewserver?wa=wsignin1.0&lc=1033

Windows_InsiderPreview_Server_vNext_en-us_26063.iso

WinRAR archive

You can use below keys during the install, if required.

Keys: Keys are valid for preview builds only

» Server Standard: MFY9F-XBN2F-TYFMP-CCV49-RMYVH
o Datacenter: 2KNJJ-33Y9H-2GXGX-KMQWH-G6H67

» Azure Edition does not accept a key

Create a VM to install above operating system for testing.

& |

| B Before You Begin

Before You Begin This wizard helps you create a virtual machine. You can use virtual machines in place of physical

computers for a variety of uses. You can use this wizard to configure the virtual machine now, and

Spedfy Name and Location you can change the configuration later using Hyper-V Manager.

Spedfy Generation
pedfy To create a virtual machine, do one of the following:
Assign Memory
» Click Finish to create a virtual machine that is configured with default values.

Configure Networking « Click Next to create a virtual machine with a custom configuration.

Connect Virtual Hard Disk
Installation Options

Surmmary

[] Do not show this page again

Mext = Finish Cancel



El New Virtual Machine Wiza

= Specify Name and Location
Before You Begin Choose a name and location for this virtual machine.
Specify Name and Location The name is displayed in Hyper-V¥ Manager. We recommend that you use a name that helps you easily
Specify Generation identify this virtual machine, such as the name of the quest operating system or workload.
Assign Memaory Mame: VMEXT 2025
Configure Networking You can create a folder or use an existing folder to store the virtual machine. If you don't select a
Connect Virtual Hard Disk folder, the virtual machine is stored in the default folder configured for this server.
Installation Options B Store the virtual machine in a different location
Summary Location:  Cilwm}, Browse...

If you plan to take chedkpoints of this virtual machine, select a location that has enough free
space. Chedipoints indude virtual machine data and may require a large amount of space.

< Previous Finish Cancel

El MNew Virtual Machine Wizard

td Specify Generation

Before You Begin Choose the generation of this virtual machine.

Specify Mame and Location () Generation 1

Spedfy Generation This virtual machine generation supports 32-bit and 64-bit quest operating systems and provides
virtual hardware which has been available in all previous versions of Hyper-V,

Assign Memory

Configure Networking © Generation 2

This virtual machine generation provides support for newer virtualization features, has UEFI-based

LI e firmware, and requires a supported 64-bit quest operating system.

Installation Options
= /b, Once a virtual machine has been created, you cannot change its generation.

Summary

More about virtual machine qgeneration support

< Previous Finish Cancel




Bl new Virtual Machine Wizard

[ Assign Memory

Before You Begin Specify the amount of memory to allocate to this virtual machine. You can specfy an amount from 32
ME through 251658240 MB. To improve performance, specfy more than the minimum amount

Specify Name and Location recommended for the operating system.

Spedify Generation

Configure Metwarking

Startup memory: 4096 MB
(] Use Dynamic Memory for this virtual machine.

When you dedde how much memaory to assign to a virtual machine, consider how you intend to

SER s sE e use the virtual machine and the operating system that it will run.

Installation Options

Summary

< Previous Mext = Finish Cancel

Bl New Virtual Machine Wizard
| Configure Networking

Before You Begin Each new virtual machine indudes a network adapter. You can configure the network adapter to use a
. ) virtual switch, or it can remain disconnected.

Spedfy Name and Location

Specify Generation Connection: Lab w

Azsign Memory

Configure Metworking

Connect Virtual Hard Disk
Installation Options

Summary

< Previous Finish Cancel



El rew Virtual Machine Wizard

Ea Connect Virtual Hard Disk

Before You Begin A virtual machine requires storage so that you can install an operating system. You can spedfy the

storage now or configure it later by modifying the virtual machine’s properties.
Spedfy Name and Location < < . fying iaE

© Create a virtual hard disk
Use this option to create a VHDX dynamically expanding virtual hard disk.

Specify Generation

Assign Memary

Configure MNetworking Mame:  VMEXT2025.vhdx
Connect Virtual Hard Disk Location:  C:wm\WNEXT2025\Virtual Hard Disks', Browse. ..
Installation Options
Size: 127 GB (Maximum: &4 TE)

Sumrmary

() Use an existing virtual hard disk
Use this option to attach an existing VHDX virtual hard disk.

C:\ProgramData MicrosoftiWindows\irtual Hard Disks',

i) Attach a virtual hard disk later
Use this option to skip this step now and attach an existing virtual hard disk later.

< Previous Finish Cancel

Bl New Virtual Machine Wizard

t Installation Options
Before You Begin You can install an operating system now if you have access to the setup media, or you can install it
later.

Specify Mame and Location

e it () Install an operating system later

Assign Memory O Instal an operating system from a bootable image file

Configure Metworking Media

Connect Virtual Hard Disk Image file (iso): _InsiderPreview_Server_vMext_en-us_26063.is0  Browse...
Installation Options

Summary () Install an operating system from a network-based installation server

< Previous Finish Cancel



2} Completing the New Virtual Machine Wizard

Before You Begin You have successfully completed the New Virtual Machine Wizard. You are about to create the

following virtual machine.
Specify Name and Location -

Specify Generation Desaription:
Assign Memory MName: VMEXT 2025
Configure Networking Generation: Generation gy
) ) Memary: 4095 MB
Connect Virtual Hard Disk Metwork: Lzh
Installation Options Hard Disk: C:Ywm \WHEXT 20254irtual Hard Disks\WMEXT 2025, vhdx (VHDX, dynamically expar

Operating System:; Wil be installed from C:YUsers\ramla\Downloads\Windows_InsiderPreview_Serve

Ta create the virtual machine and dose the wizard, dick Finish.

< Previous Finish Cancel

-
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File  Action Media View Help

(o] o B

The virtual machine WVNEXT2025%' is turned off

To start the vitual machine, select "Start’ from the Achion menu

Status: Off



File  Action Media Clipboard View Help
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=5 Windows Server Setup

Select language settings

Language to install English (United States)

Time and currency format English (United States)

2% Microsoft

| Status: Running = [Q

a
File  Action Media Clipboard View Help
= © e fo !

5 Windows Server Setup

Select keyboard settings

Keyboard or input method

B® Microsoft

| Status: Running = [Q
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File  Action Media Clipboard View Help
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=5 Windows Server Setup

Select setup option

Install the latest version of Windows Server, or repair your PC.If you're installing Windows Server, please note your
files, apps, and settings will be deleted

ITwould like to © Install Windows Server

Repair my PC

B 1agree everything will be deleted including files, apps, and settings:

» Previous Version of Setup

Status: Running =W

If you click prevision version of setup — you will see the old-style setup with blue screen

=
File  Action Media Clipboard View Help
D@0 n B 2

4 Windows Server Setup

Product key
The product key should be with the box the DVD came in or on your email receipt.

It locks similar to this: X000 0000000000000

Enter Product key

pashes wil be added aut

I want to use Windows Server pay-as-you-go

I don't have a product key

Privacy statement

B8 Microsoft

Status: Running =]
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File  Action [Media | Clipboard  View  Help
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5 Windows Server Setup

Select Image

Please select the image you want to install.

Operating System:

Windows Server 2025 Standard

Windows Server 2025 Standard (Desktop Experience)
Windows Server 2025 Datacenter

Windows Server 2025 Datacenter (Desktop Experience)

This option installs the full Windows graphical environment, consuming extra drive space. It can be useful if you want
to use the Windows desktop or have an app that requires it.

B Microsoft

Status: Running =0
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File  Action Media Clipboard View Help
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5 Windows Server Setup

Applicable notices and license terms

Please read this so you know what you're agreeing to.

iYOU MUST ACCEPT THE SOFTWARE LICENSE TERMS. SEE BELOW. Please read the
full license terms provided at (aka.ms/useterms).

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Diagnostic and Usage Information. Microsoft collects this information over the
Internet to help keep Windows secure and up to date, troubleshoot problems, and
make product improvements, and may associate the information with your
organization. Microsoft server operating systems can be configured to turn diagnostic
data off, send Required diagnostic data, or send Optional diagnostic data. The default
setting is to send Required diagnostic data. Required diagnostic data includes
information to help keep the device secure, up-to-date, and working as expected.

Choice and Control: Administrators can change the level of information collection
through Settings. For details, see (aka.ms/winserverdata). Also see the Microsoft
Privacy Statement (aka.ms/privacy).

m — i
= Microsoft Decline

Status: Running = [Q
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=5 Windows Server Setup

Select location to install Windows Server

<% Refresh Load Driver o

x —+ Create Partition

Mame Total Size Free Space Type
Disk 0 Unallocated Space 127.0 GB 127.0 GB Unallocated Space

2% Microsoft

Status: Running =0

a
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4 Windows Server Setup

Ready to install
You won't be able to use your PC during installation. Save and close your files before you begin.

To recap, you've chosen to:

" Install Windows Server 2025 Datacenter (Desktop Experience)

+ Keep nothing

== Microsoft port 5 Install

Status: Running = [g
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Installing Windows

Your PC will restart several times. This might take a while.

2y complete

Status: Running

8 YNEXT2025 on SPRO4 - Virtual Machine Connection
File  Action Media Clipboard View Help

B @O unwf >

Installing 42%
Please keep your computer on.

Your computer may restart a few times.

Status: Running
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File  Action Media Clipboard View  Help
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It's time to enter the product key

Type your product key below. When you connect to the Internet, the product key will be sent to
Microsoft to activate Windows.

Enter the product key
2KNIJ :'!:'!YQH—ZGXGX—KMQWHfGSHS?

It looks similar to this: XG0 -XOOCK - X0

Do this later

O

Status: Running

I? Virtual Machine Conn on
File  Action Media Clipboard  View Help

@O0 |n (R 5|5

Customize settings

Type a password for the built-in administrator account that you can use to sign in to this computer.
User name

Password

Status: Runnina
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File Action Media Clipboard View Help
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Press Ctrl+Alt+Delete to unlock.

11:34

Display configuration

Choose the size of your desktop for interacting with the virtual
machine. Drag the slider all the way to the right to use the full
screen.

Small ' Large

1366 by 768 pixels
) Use all my monitors

~ ) Show Options | Connect

Status: Running

Administrator

Password




4 - Virtual |

== YN hine Conn
File Action Media View Help
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Send diagnostic data to Microsoft

Choose your settings, then select Accept to save them. Check the
Learn more link for info on these settings, how to change them, how
Windows helps protect you from unsafe apps and web content, and
the related data transfers and uses.

) & J Fé Include Optional |
¥ , |

Send info about how you use apps and features, plus
additional info about device health, device and web activity,
and enhanced error reporting. Diagnostic data is used to
help keep Windows and other Microsoft products secure

and up to date, troubleshoot problems, and make product
improvements. Required diagnostic data will always be
included when you choose to send Optional diagnostic
data. Regardless of your choice, your device will be equally
secure and will operate normally.

Required only

Cond nni infa ahanst unue dnvica, e enttinae and

Leammore

Status: Running | [ £}
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023 on SPRO4 - Virtual Machine Connection
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File Action Media View Help
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Server Manager * Dashboard Manage  Tools  View
Dashboard WELCOME TO SERVER MANAGER
§ LocalServer |Ra Server Manager ®
All Servers Try Windows Admin Center and Azure Arc today L
=, server
WE File and Storag Instead of Server Manager. you can use Azure Arc and the new Windows Admin Center
built into the Azure portal to manage individual servers and clusters—on-premises and in
Azure.
With Azure Arc you can secure and govern Windows Server at scale—on-premises and |
across clouds.
nanage
Get more info at zka ms/Manaoelindowis Server
Ortry Azure Arc Launch Setup
[ Don't show this message again cloud services
Hide
L
ROLES AND SERVER GROUPS
Roles:1 | Servergroups:1 | Servers total: 1
File and Storage 1
Services
@ Manageability @ Manageability @ Manageability
Events Events Events
Performance - Services - Services
BPA results Performance Performance
BPA results BPA results
- - ENG 1137 AM -
H Q Search L = e B us ) 3/5/2024 = ﬁ
Status: Running =2,




? VNEX 25 on SPI - Virtual Machine Ci
File  Action Media View Help
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e Server Manager

L

Server Manager * Dashboard

Dashboard

B Local Server

All Servers

WE File and Storage Services b

Status: Runnina |

B VNEXT2025 on SPI

File  Action Media

[ONcN¢]

B Server Manager
©9-

Dashboard

ocal Server

All Servers

View  Help

nim(fos

WE File and Storage Services b

Status: Runnina

- Virtual Machins

ROLES AND SERVER GROUPS
Roles: 1 | Servergroups:1 | Servers total: 1

;Ev?:ei SINGE 1 # Local Server 1 All Servers 1

@ Manageability @ Manageability @ Manageability

Events Events Events

Performance Services Services

BPA results Performance Performance

BPA results BPA results
Q Search [E] - e

e

PROPERTIES

Server Manager * Local Server

For WIN-E40UNMA4AGY

Manage

)| Iy

ENG

% 0 T

Manage

Tools

Tools

View

11:38 AM &

3/5/2024

View

Computer name
Workgroup

Microsoft Defender Firewall
Remote management
Remote Desktop

NIC Teaming

Ethernet

Azure Arc Management
Remote SSH Access

Operating system version
Hardware information

WIN-EAOUNMA4AGY
WORKGROUP

Public: On

Enabled

Enabled

Disabled

IPv4 address assigned by DHCP, IPv6 enabled
Disabled

Enabled

Microsoft Windows Server 2025 Datacenter

Microsoft Corporation Virtual Machine

Last installed updates
Windows Update
Last checked for updates

Microsoft Defender Antivirus
Feedback & Diagnostics

IE Enhanced Security Configuration
Time zone

Product ID

Processors
Installed memory (RAM)

Never
Download updates only

Never

Real-Time Protection: On
Settings

of
(UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canadsa)
00133-32500-02427-AA027 (activated)

Intel(R) Core(TM) i7-6650U CPU @ 2.20GHz
468

g Windows Update

EVENTS
All events | 16 total

TASKS

Server Name D

WIN-E4OUNMASAGY 7022
WIN-E4OUNMALAGY 24

WIN-E4OUNMALAGY 23

Severity Source

Error

Warming Microsoft-Windews-AppModel-State

Warming Microsoft-Windows-ApphModel-State

1 Q Search

Microsoft-Windaws-Service Control Manager System

Log Date and Time

3/5/2024 2:23:45 PM

Application  3/3/2024 11:36:33 AM
Application 3/5/2024 11:36:33 AM

(PR

ENG

s )

2140 PM
&

3/5/2024

=



Settings

. Administrator WindOWS Update

- Local Account

m Restart required
R~ !

Find a setting Q, ice wi 3
g Your device will restart
outside of active hours.
B system
. Security Intelligence Update for Microsoft Defender
Bluetooth & devices Antivirus - KB2267602 (Version 1.405.1111.0) - Current  Completed

Channel (Broad)

Metwork & internet
2024-01 Cumulative Update for .MET Framework

Personalization 3.5 and 4.8.1 for Windows Server Version Next Pending restart
for x64 (KB5033921)

B < 4

Apps
; Accounts More options
‘L, Time & language Get the latest updates as soon as they're
available P
'i. Accessibility J Be among the first to get the latest non-security off @ )
updates, fixes, and improvements as they roll out.
- g Le
W) Privacy & security arm mere
Windows Update
l @ o [Il] Pause updates Pause for 1 week
BB \NEXT2025 on SPRO4 - Virtual Machine Connection - u]

=
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Evaluation copy. Build 2

2 TR w Qo e 0

Status: Runnina
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Windows Servere

Microsoft Windows Server
Version 24H2 (05 Build 26063, 1)
(© Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.

The Windows Server 2025 Datacenter operating system and its user
interface are protected by trademark and other pending or existing
intellectual property rights in the United States and other

countries regions.

Evaluation copy. Expires 9/15/2024 5:37 PM

This product is licensed under the Microsoft Software License
Terms to:

USEr name

org name

[ o]

=]

=
File Action Media View Help
D@0 npfd B

Settings
'@' Administrator
Ll iocal Account

System

WIN-E4OUNMA4A6V Windows Update
Rename ; :

Bluetooth & devices -
Display

Monitors, brightness, night light, display profile
Network & internet

Personalization Sound
Volume levels, output, input, sound devices

Apps

Notifications

Accounts
Alerts from apps and system, do not disturb

Time & language

Focus
Accessibility =~ Reduce distractions

W privacy & cacurity

Desktop 1 New desktop
ide, energy saver

Juration rules

—  Discoverability, received files location

ENG Q? 4 254 PM £

us 3/5/2024 =

Status: Running =0
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This PC

Name
A Home

& Gallery

wnloa
! Documents
& Pictures
@ Music
B vid

B This PC

B9 Network

Action Media View Help
OO n iSO B

Status: Runnina

i PROPERTIES

Dashboard For VNEXT2025,
Computer name
All Servers.

Workgroup
B File and Storage Services b

Microsoft Defender Firewall
Remote management

Remote Des

NIC Teaming
Ethemet

ure Arc Management

Remote S5H Access

Operating system version

Hardware ation

CD Drive

and folders

em Folder

em Folder

VNEXT202524H2
RKGROUP

Public: Off

Enabled

Enabled

Disabled

IPv4 address assigned by DHCP, IPv6 enabled
Disabled

Enabled

Microsoft Windows Server 2025 Datacenter

Microsoft Corporation Virtual Machine

Microsoft Defender A

Feedback & Diagr

Product ID

Proc

Installed memory (RAM)

55075

Search This PC

(E Details

Windows Server 2025 Datacenter

Evaluation copy. Build 26063.ge. release.240216-

. ENG 3:02 PM
a
VRS e e

Manage View

TASKS ¥

Today at 2:50 PM
Download updates only, using Windo:
Today at 2:50 PM

Real-Time Protection: On
Settings

off
{UTC-05:00) Ea
001

Time (US & Canada)

(activated)

ntel(R) Core{TM) i7-
468
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%% > Control Panel > System and Security > Windows Tools

Lo
= Character Map Command Prompt ?da Component Services | 'L Computer Management
an owa E} ‘h’v'
b » | Control Panel ¥ Defragment and Optimize Drives = Disk Cleanup t f Event Viewer
2 . ~ o
[T . e ‘ N " [ . [F—
iSC5l Initiator = Local Security Policy | ODEC Data Sources (32-bit’ ODBC Data Sources (64-bit’
?‘ Ll "\_’ f\_’
> L B
® Performance Monitor - Recowvery Drive )) Registry Editor Remote Desktop Connection
& € W’ 3¢
\ Resource Monitor Bun - ., Services B8 1| Steps Recorder
ENY =/ S |l
‘\fr System Configuration & Systemn Information m Task Manager ié _l_ \ Task Scheduler
s Windows Defender Firewall with Windows Media Player Legacy Windows Memery Diagnostic Windows PowerShell
1 Advanced Security
. . A S .
a Windows PowerShell (%36 g Windows PowerShell ISE [Z Windows PowerShell ISE (x86 ’-‘{ & Windows Server Backup
! ’ lae— - = W
KPS Viewer
4 dam

2 Administrator: Windows Pow:
@@ Windows Terminal can be set as the default terminal application in your settings. Open Settings

Windows PowerShell
Copyright (C) Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.

Install the latest PowerShell for new features and improvements! https://aka.ms/PSWindows

PS C:\Users\Administrator>

‘Windows Security

Security at a glance

Home See what's happening with the security and health of your device
and ta s needed.

Virus & threat protection
Firewall & network protection
App & browser control
v L4

Device security

Firewall & network & browser control
Protection history ! protection 1

ed

Protection history

To disable CoPilot on vNext Server using registry

reg add HKCU\Software\Policies\Microsoft\Windows\WindowsCopilot /v TurnOffWindowsCopilot /t
REG_DWORD /d 1 /f

This concludes Windows Server vNext 2025.
Thanks

Ram
5t Mar 2024



MICROSOFT ROAD MAP FOR 2024

UPDATED: Copilot, Windows Server 2025, NET 9, Microsoft Fabric

Windows 11 24H2 .NET 9 / .NET MAUI
Expected: Second Halfof 2024 Expected: November 2024

Visual Studio 2022 Updates Semantic Kernel (Al SDK) Updates
Expected: Ongoing
Expected: Ongoing

SharePoint Premium SharePoint Embedded
Expected: First Half of 2024 Expected: Mid-2024

SharePoint Server Subscription Fluid Framework 2.0
Edition Updates Expected: Summer 2024
Expected: Spring and Fall 2024

Windows Server 2025 Planner
Expected: Fall 2024 Expected: Spring 2024

Copilot Capabilities Viva Updates
Expected: Ongoing Expected: First Half of 2024

Mesh Teams Capabilities
Released Expected: Ongoing

Dynamics 365 Fabric Capabilities
Expected: April & October 2024 Expected: First Half of 2024

Outlook Updates Microsoft 365 Backup
Expected: Ongoing Expected: First Half of 2024

Microsoft 365 Archive 2024 Microsoft Product
Expected: TBA Deprecations




