How to upgrade ESXi / vCenter server

In this post, | am going to upgrade ESXi server to Sep version. | was running below version.

VMWare released updated version last month. It is time to perform in place upgrade all lab esxi servers.

Build Installer Build | Available
e
Version Release Name Release Dat N .

ESXi 8.0 Update 2 ESXi 8.0 Update 2 2023/09/21 22380479 -ﬂ

= Viware-VMvisor-lnstaller-8.0U

Make a bootable disk and boot the server using USB stick.

Cisco

Press «2) Setup, <«re

¢12> Netuork Boot Boot Menu, <7y Diagnost ics, <FB>Cisco e Conf igurat jon

Blos Version C220M3.3.0, 9
Platform 10 C220M3 h.o.oszmom

Clsco IMC 1Pve Address

Clsco NG MaC ! 192.168.0.7%¢

88 ! TOIRDI'MIGPI!N”

\ Loading L8t EFI 8AS Driver

Total = 256 GB Effect ive
Memor
Wemory Operat ing Speed 1333 Mhz e

Entering boot selection menu, ..

WA -9 (Bus 130 Dev 0) LSI HegaRAID SAS 9266-8i
Battery Status: Charging
TC1 Slot Wumber: 2

1D LUN VENDOR  PRODUCT REVISION CAPACITY

131 L3I MegaRAID SAS 9266-8i 3.450.245-8272 1024MB
17 @ TOSHIBA  AL13SXBGOEN 5702 572325N8
18 @ TOSHIBA  AL13SXBGOEN 5702 57232518
19 9  TOSHIBA  AL13SXBGOEN 5702 572325N8
20 9 TOSHIBA  AL13SXBGOEN 5702 57232518

% 131 Virtual Drive RAIDS 1713756MB
1 Virtual Drive(s) found on the host adapter.




Please select boot device:
e
A (Bus 82 Dev 00)PCI RAID Adapter

L\EF1: 1P4 Broadcom Adv. Dual 10GBASE-T Ethernet
UEF1: 1P4 Intel(R) I350 Gigabit Network Connection
UEF1: 1P4 Broadcom Adv. Dual 10GBASE-T Ethernet

UEFI: Built-in EFI Shell
UEF1I: 1P4 Intel(R) 1350 Gigabit Network Connection
SanDisk Cruzer Edge 1.27

YW
LVEF1: SanDisk Cruzer Edge 1.27

Enter Setup

Tt and } to move selection
ENTER to select boot device
ESC to boot using defaults

LOA1-8.002-22380479-standard Boot Menu

TOA-B.002-22380479-standard Installer 4

Yoot from local disk

Loading ESX! Installer
Loading boot .cfg
Loading /b.boB0d
Loading / Jumpstrt.gz
Loading /useropts.gz
\Loading /features.gz
Loading /k.boo
Loading /uc_intel.bBl
Loading /uc_and .bod
Loading /uc_twgon.bbe
Loading /procs.bid
Load\ng /vnx .vBo




Cisco Systems Inc UCSC-C220-M3S

2 x Intel(R) Xeon(R) CPU ES5-2640 0 @ 2.50GHz
256 GiB Memory

esxio loaded successfully.

activating: auto-conf igure-networking
activat ing: generate certs

Welcone to the VMuare ESXi 8.0.2 Installation

YHuare ESXiI 8.0.2 installs on nost systems but only
systens on YMuare’s Compatibility Guide are supported.

Consult the VMuare Conmpatibility Guide at:
http://uuu .vnuare .con/resources/conpat ibility

Select the operation to perforn.

‘—

Select a Disk to Install or U
= . rade
(any existing VMFS-3 will be autonatically Sggradcd to VMFS-5)

* Contains a WNFS partition
% Clained by YMuare uSAN

Storage Device

(npx.unhba32:CB:Tﬂ:L£l)
(npx.vnhba33:¢0: T0:L0)




ESXi and VMFS Found

The selected storage device contains an installation of

» ESK\ and a WWFS datastore. Choose from the f ollouing
‘b option(s).

Dev

==== L ) Install ESXi, preserve VMFS datastore |
L) Install ESXi, overurite VNFS datastore

%

u \Use the arrou keys and spacebar to select an option.

Error(s)/Marning(s) Found During Systenm Scan

The systen encountered the following warning(s).

Harning(s)

BI0S_F IRMHARE _TYPE WARNING: Legacy boot detected. ESXi servers

rumning legacy BIOS are encouraged to move to UEFI. Please refer
to ¥B 84233 for nore details.)

Harning(s)

<CPU_SUPPORT OVERRIDEMARNING: The CPUs on this host are not
Supported by ESXi 8.0.2. You can override and force install, but
it is not officially supported nor recomnended. Please refer to

Use the arrou keys to scroll

Error(s)/Marning(s) Found During Systen Scan

The systen encountered the f ollowing warning(s).

Harning(s)

Are you sure you want to force unsupported installation of ESXi
8.0.2?



Conf irn Upgrade

The installer is configured to your
systen fromn ESXi 8.0.1 to ESXi 8.0.2
on naa . cboelsbblef beecB23f 329adlleb 75783 .

Upgrading to

ESKi 0.8.2

20 7.

Upgrade Complete
This systen has been upgraded to ESXi 8.0.2 successful ly.

ESKi 8.0.2 uill operate in evaluation node for 60 days
if a valid license is not found on the systen.
To use ESXi 8.0.2 after the evaluation period, you nust
register for a VMuare product license.

To adninister your server, navigate to the server’s

hostnane or IP address from your web brouser or use the
Direct Control User Interface.

Reboot the server to start using ESXi 8.0.2.



ESXi Host Client
{~ Navigator ESX1.RAMLAN.CA

Host
8 = (% Get vCenter Server | e/Register vM (] Shutdown  “] C Refresh £ Actions U FREE 29 ”4:;
Monitor ESX1.RAMLAN.CA USED: 256 MHz CAPACITY: 30 GHz
Version: 8.0 Update 2 e
St State: Normal (not connected to any vCenter Server)

TESTWINIO Ontime 0 days USED 35268 CAPACITY: 255 96 GB

Monitor )
STORAGE FREE 16178

5%

USED: 89269 GB CAPACITY: 249 TB

VMM2022
WS-W10

WINDOWSTI
Hardware Configuration
& storage 3 Manufacturer Cisco Systems Inc image profile
) naa. 5000144149928773
) naa.5000144185409168
) Naa.5000144123823062
vmhba64 &5 Memory 25596 GB

(Updated) ESXi-8.0U2-22380479-standard (VMware, Inc.)
Model UCSC-C220-M35 vSphere HA state Not configured

0 cPu 12 CPUs x Intel(R) Xeon(R) CPU ES-2640 O @ 2 50GHz vMotion Supported

System Information
CISCODATASTORE 7 vi
Y DD I00d, OB CPRCRY. Date/time on host Monday, October 09, 2023, 18:25:47 UTC
Y EMCDATASTORE
PLACEHOLDER

Networki
ek Install date Tuesday, April 26, 2022, 18:21:52 UTC

- » A

Hostname ESXL.RAMLAN.CA Aistng P

Networking i PR Rs 0 Serial number FCHI714V199

s, vmnict ’
= DhS erae TS BIOS version C220M3 3.0.4b.0.0622180149
vmni
2.192168.0.22 BIOS release date Thursday, June 21, 2018, 20:00:00 -0400

Default gateway 192168.0.1 Performance summary last hour

1Pv6 enabled No
@ Consumed host CPU
Host adapters 4 @ Consumed host memory.

Networks
] Recent tasks

This concludes on in place upgrade of ESXi server.

How to upgrade vCenter Server A

Login to vCenter appliance server and check for update. | am running below version

vmw vCenter Server Management Mon 10-09-2023 03:08 PM EDT English Actions

Summary Current version details

Available updates  Histor
Networking

—— Last Checked Oct 9, 2023, 03:07:34 PM CHECK UPDATES +

Version y | Relosse Date y | Reboot Required Severity
Services 8.0.2.00000 Sep 20, 2023 Yes Critical
Summary VMware vCenter Server 8.0 Update 2

Pre-update chedks N 3 E
Administration Estimated downtime Run pre-update checks to determine estimated downtime.

Update

Priority
Syslog Services affected
Download size

Backup

| will stage first and then complete the install.

v  8.0.2.00000 Staging (0%) CANCEL X Sep 20, 2023 Critical

Summary VMware vCenter Server 8.0 Update 2

Pre-update checks

Estimated downtime Run pre-update checks to determine estimated downtime.
Priority Low

Services affected 44 @

Download size 7.46GB

INSTALL

v Release Date: Y Reboot Required Y Severity

8.0.2.00000 (Staged) i Sep 20, 2023 Yes Critical
Summary VMware vCenter Server 8.0 Update 2

Pre-update checks RUN PRE-UPDATE CHECKS

Estimated downtime Run pre-update checks to determine estimated downtime.

Priority Low

Services affected 44 @

Download size 7.46GB




Install Update

1 End user license agreement

Install Update

1 End user license agreement

2 Backup vCenter Server

End user license agreement

VMWARE GENERAL TERMS

Last updated:16 June 2022

By downloading or using an Offering, Customer agrees to be bound by the terms of the Agreement

1. OFFERINGS.

11. Applicable Terms. The terms of the Order and these General Terms, including applicable Exhibits and
Offering-specific Notes (collectively, the "Agreement") govern Customer's use of the Offerings. The following
descending order of precedence applies: (a) the Order; (b) the General Terms; (c) the Exhibits; and (d) the
Offering-specific Notes.

1.2. Users. Customer is responsible for its Users' compliance with the Agreement.

1.3. Restrictions. Customer may use the Offerings only for its internal use and for the benefit of its Affiliates
Affiliates may not use the Offerings. Customer may not resell or sublicense its rights to the Offerings.

Customer may not use the Offerings in an application service provider, service bureau, hosted IT service, or
similar capacity for third parties.

1 accept the terms of the license agreement

CANCEL

Backup vCenter Server

@ It is recommended that you backup vCenter Server before installing any update or
patch.

Estimated downtime to vCenter Server: 48 minutes

To use the file based backup utility, go to Backups

I have backed up vCenter Server and its associated databases.

CANCEL BACK

Installation in progress

Running precheck

FINISH




Installation in progress

Taking LVM Snapshot based vCenter backup

Installation Succeeded

Installation complete &

Current version details
Product VMware vCenter Server

Version Xl Xolelelolo]
Available updates History

Last Checked Oct 9, 2023, 05:52:32 PM

Version v | ReleaseDate y  Reboot Required

d

No applicable update found.

Hostname: VCPD.RAMLAN.CA

Product: VMware vCenter Server
Version: 8.0.2.00000
Build number: 22385739

Uptime: 1 hour 34 minutes

A g

SETTINGS

Severity

CHECK UPDATES v

Health Status Single Sign-On
Overall Health /N Alert (Last checked Oct 9, 2023, 05:52:55 PM) Domain vsphere.local
CPU @ Good Status Running
> Memory /N Alert
Database © Good
Storage © Good

Swap ) Good
This concludes vCenter in place upgrade.
Thanks

Ram
9t Oct 2023




