
How to use WinSCP to transfer files to vCenter or ESXi Host 

In this post, I am going to download WinSCP – Install on the workstation and then try to copy file to 

vCenter root folder. 

You can download from here – it is Free… 

https://winscp.net/eng/downloads.php 

Run the setup file and accept all default setting. 

When you open WinSCP this is what you will se 

 

Enter vCenter Hostname or IP Address and Username and Password.  Before you click Login – Click 

Advanced – Environment – SFTP – SFTP Server and type or copy this shell /usr/libexec/sftp-server 

Click Login – You will be prompted to enter the password.  Once connected you will see this screen.  I 

did copy a folder from the left (workstation C drive) to right vCenter root folder (vdt-v1.1.4). 

 

https://winscp.net/eng/downloads.php


I wanted to test a new tool released by VMWare community called vSphere Diagnostic Tool which will 

check vCenter for any issue.  You can download FREE tool from here - 

https://flings.vmware.com/vsphere-diagnostic-tool 

Open Putty – Enter Host Name or IP Address of vCenter – Click Open – Enter , Username and password 

Change to Shell 

And then executed these commands 

 
 

 

https://flings.vmware.com/vsphere-diagnostic-tool


 

As you can see from above this tool is giving out a lot of information about vCenter health status and 

other details.  A good tool to keep in the tool box for troubleshooting vCenter and ESXi host. 

Thanks 
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