How to patch esxi host manually through CLI

In this post, | will show you the steps and commands to patch esxi host manually through command line.
| am doing this because, | have only ONE esxi host with vCenter running. | cannot update from vCenter
because it requires esxi host to be in maintenance mode and any VM’s running should be migrated to
another host. The only way to update esxi host is through command line.

| downloaded the patch from here after login to vmware site.
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Now we have to Press Alt + F1 to get into tech support mode from esxi console screen. Enter the
credentials.
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These are the commands you will use for this exercise
Maintenance Mode — vim-cmd hostsvc/maintenance_mode_enter
Browse to Datastore where the patch file is — cd /vmfs/volumes/datastorel

To perform the update — esxcli software vib update -d cd /vmfs/volumes/datastorel/VMware-ESXi-
7.0U1d-17551050-depot.zip

You will see something like this when the updates are done

nstallation Result
Message: The update completed successfully, but the system needs to be r
Reboot Required: true

VIBs Installed: VMuare bootbank esx-base 6.0.0-1.20.3073146
VIBs Removed: VMuare bootbank esx-base 6.0.0-1.17.3029758

VIBs Skipped: VMHARE_ bootbank_mtip32xx-native_3.8.5-1vnu.600.0.0.2494585

After that we have to reboot esxi host. The command is reboot

Once the esxi is up and running —we have to go to tech support mode Alt + F1 and run vim-cmd
hostsvc/maintenance_mode_exit. To exit tech support mode screen Press Alt + F2

After that power on the VM’s and check update screen from vCenter.
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This concludes updating esxi host manually.

Thanks
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