
How to install or update Mac OS 11 Big Sur 
Within home lab, I am running Mac OS Catalina.  Below is the screen shot.  I will upgrade this OS to the 

Beta OS 11 Big Sur and check out new features.  Sit back and enjoy! 

 

1. Create new admin user account without password in macOS Catalina before you start upgrade.   

2. Sign up for Apple Beta Program – Link below 

3. Enroll the device 

4. Download the profile file – macOS Public Beta Access Utility 

5. Click Install profile 

6. The new macOS should show up in software update 

https://apple.sjv.io/c/221109/795481/7613?subId1=trd-

2760850391962368500&u=https%3A%2F%2Fbeta.apple.com%2Fsp%2Fbetaprogram 

 

 

 

I am running virtual machine inside Parallel Desktop.  If you are running with VMWare workstation or 

VMWare Fusion or Virtual Box you will come across this error during the upgrade.  Below is the fix 

 

Run below command on Host Mac Machine 

sysctl hw.model 
ioreg -l | grep board-id 

https://apple.sjv.io/c/221109/795481/7613?subId1=trd-2760850391962368500&u=https%3A%2F%2Fbeta.apple.com%2Fsp%2Fbetaprogram
https://apple.sjv.io/c/221109/795481/7613?subId1=trd-2760850391962368500&u=https%3A%2F%2Fbeta.apple.com%2Fsp%2Fbetaprogram


FOR VMWARE WORKSTATION VIRTUAL MACHINE 

Open VMX file and add these entries at the end and save the file.  Please modify the model and board id 

according to your machine. Make sure virtual machine is turned off before you edit the settings. 

smbios.reflectHost = "True" 
hw.model = "MacBookProxx, x" 
board-id = "Mac-189A3D4F975D5FFC" 

FOR PARALLEL DESKTOP VIRTUAL MACHINE 

Open Settings – Hardware – Boot Order – Boot Flag – Add below entries.  Make sure virtual machine is 

turned off before you edit the settings. 

 

devices.mac_hw_model=" MacBookProxx, x " 
devices.smbios.board_id="Mac-189A3D4F975D5FFC" 

 



Now let’s start the upgrade to Mac OS Big Sur Beta 11.0 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Need to increase the HD space to install the OS.  Below are these steps to complete this task. 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

After login complete these steps 

 



 

 

 

Task bar looks like this.. 

 



 

 



 

If you want to know more details about new features check this link 

https://www.apple.com/macos/big-sur-preview/features/ 

With this we have completed the Beta macOS BIG SUR.  I will write another blog on how to do the same 

with VMWare workstation. 

Thanks 

Ram Lan 
26th June 2020 
 

 

https://www.apple.com/macos/big-sur-preview/features/

