
Extended Security Updates (ESU) for Windows 7 Operating System 

As you might be aware end of support for Windows 7 finished on 14th Jan 2020.  Microsoft will not 

release any security or patch updates going forward.  All businesses are required to upgrade Windows 7 

to Windows 10 to secure their environment. 

If you need more time to complete the upgrade of Windows 7 – You can request for ESU license from 

Microsoft through VLSC center.  It will cost business $25 for one year per workstation to $75 for three 

years per workstation.  During this period, you will get all the updates for Windows 7. 

The ESU updates can be deployed directly using online update method or through Configuration 

Manager using WSUS.  I will be explaining more about the update’s installation through Configuration 

Manager. 

When you obtain ESU MAK key from VLSC center – Microsoft has specified these Activation IDs for 

Windows clients:  

Year 1: 77db037b-95c3-48d7-a3ab-a9c6d41093e0 
Year 2: 0e00c25d-8795-4fb7-9572-3803d91b6880 
Year 3: 4220f546-f522-46df-8202-4d07afd26454 

In order to use ESU updates following requirements must be met which, I will go in detail. 

1. Obtain ESU MAK key from VLSC center 

2. Make sure SHAH-2 KB4474419 is installed  

3. Make sure SSU KB4490628 is installed 

4. Make sure SSU rollup updates KB4516655 & KB4519976 is installed 

5. Create custom task sequence to install ESU MAK key & MS ESU ID – Year 1 or Year 2 or Year 3 

6. Test ESU updates before rolling out 

7. Deploy ESU updates to Windows 7 collection 

8. Monitor ESU update status in Configuration Manager console for % completion 

9. Create Automatic Deployment Rule (ADR) for ESU updates – Patch Tuesday Every Month 

If you want to check whether updates (2-4) are installed – open command prompt as Administrator and 

run below command on Windows 7 client 

wmic qfe list full /format:htable >C:\updates.htm 

Open HTM file in the browser and search the table for the above KB numbers and their install status. 

 

 

 

 

 



Now it is time to create custom task sequence to install ESU MAK key and Microsoft Activation ID and 

deploy to Windows 7 collection. 

 

 



 

 



 

Now it is time to edit the task sequence and insert run command line 

 

 

 



 

 

Now we have the task sequence ready for deployment to Windows 7 collection 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 
That’s it.  We have completed pre requirements for ESU targeting Windows 7 clients. 

Thanks 

Ram Lan 
15th Jan 2020 
 
Note: Extended Security Updates will be released second Tuesday of next month (Feb 2020) 


