
How to revert to previous version of ESXi 
In this post, I am going to revert ESXi 8.0 to ESXi 7.0.3.  I am performing this exercise in order to upgrade 

current vCenter 7.0.3 to vCenter 8.0.   

VMWare released version 8.0 on 11th Oct 2022.  In order to upgrade ESXi Server and vCenter Appliance 

we have to follow these steps outlined by VMWare KB.  I failed to read this document earlier and went 

ahead upgrading ESXi server to 8.0.  Now, I have to revert those ESXi server back to 7.0.3 and then 

follow below mentioned procedure. 

 

 

If you have direct access to ESXi Sever then press F12 – Enter root password and restart the server.  

When it is booting to ESXi Press Shift+R 

 



You will be prompted with two version of ESXi that is currently installed.  The default will be ESXi 8.0.  

You will see a message Current default hypervisor will be replaced to ESXi 7.0.3 permanently.  Press Y to 

start the process.  Wait for few minutes for the server to complete the task and you will be back to ESXi 

7.0.3. 

 

This concludes the steps to revert the hypervisor. 

Thanks 

Ram 
13th Oct 2022 
 


