
Activating and Configuring Auto Deploy in vCenter Server Appliance 7 

In this post we will go through the process of setting up Auto Deploy that will be used to deploy ESXi host 

through the network instead of using CD/DVD or USB stick.  Please note you should be Administrator on 

vCenter to enable Auto Deploy, if not you will get error message.  Now, I will connect to vCenter Appliance 

 

Menu – Click Auto Deploy – Click Enable Auto Deploy & Image Builder 

 

Now go to configure and check these settings.  I have left them at their default. 

 



Now download TFTP file and save the file on to your Domain Controller where my DHCP is running. 

 

Make a note of this file as well.  We will need it later for configuring. 

 

Now go to this link and download TFTP Server tool and install it on your DC 

https://www.solarwinds.com/free-tools/free-tftp-server 

 

 

https://www.solarwinds.com/free-tools/free-tftp-server


 

 

 



 

Click File – Configure 

 

 



 

 

 

 



Now we have to unzip TFTP Boot Zip file (which we downloaded from Auto Deploy – Configure menu in 

previous step) to TFTP Root Directory. Your configuration should look like this. 

 

 

Now we will update our DHCP server 

 



 

 

Additionally, from Server Options you can define options 005,006,012,015 and 042. These values will be 

then applicable on all scopes which you create on this DHCP server. If you want these values to be local 

to each scope, then define them under Scope Options only. 

You can install PowerCLI on workstation, if you want to configure Auto Deploy using command line.  I 

plan to use GUI. 

 

 

You can use FQDN or IP 

ADDRESS of TFTP Server 



Now we will upload ESXi image to vCenter Server Appliance using GUI.  I have downloaded offline 
bundle from vmware site - VMWare-ESXi-7.0.0-16324942-depot.zip. 
 
To add Offline Bundle to the Software Depot – Click Import – Provide Name and Select the zip file is and 
click upload. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Now we will create Deploy Rules – Click New Deploy Rule – Give a name 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 

Now select the rule and Click Activate.   

 

Now we have Auto Deploy ready for deployment. 

For this test, I will create a virtual machine within VMWare workstation. 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 
 
Before you power on  VM – edit the setting and change this 
 

 
 



Power on the Virtual Machine and watch the progress 
 

 
 
Our TFTP Server is providing the boot file. 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 

Now the deployment is complete.  When we login for the first time the root password is blank. 



At Auto Deploy menu, we can see Deployed Host through Auto Deploy process.   

 

In the next article, I will do a bit more creating Host Profile and other stuff to fully automate Auto 

Deploy and assign the host machine to a Cluster within the Data Center.   

Thanks 

Ram Lan 
14th Aug 2020 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 


