
Installing Windows Server 2004 Core 
In this post, I will show you the process of installing Windows Server 2004 as a virtual machine with 4GB 

Memory and 127GB Hard disk. 

Microsoft released Windows Server 2004 last month.  As per MS there is no more GUI to configure the 

server post installation.  All the configuration is command based.  I will show you as much possible with 

the configuration during the process. 

I have downloaded ISO from Microsoft site which is eval version.  Later we can use KMS command to 

activate. 

I created a virtual machine with above configuration.  Will boot up and complete the process as detailed 

below. 

Mount the ISO so we can copy the file to network share. 

 

Copy the files now. 

 

Now will add OS Image 

 



 

As you can see there are only 2 images to select (Standard and Data Center - Core) 

 

 



 

 



 

We will distribute the OS 

 

 



 

 



 

Content distributed successfully. 

 

Now we will create a task sequence for deployment later. 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



Now we will deploy to Unknown Computers within the network 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Now we will power on the virtual machine for network boot to kick start the install 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Now we will configure the server with correct computer name, time, date, rdp and other settings.  At 

the command prompt type SCONFIG and select the required option. 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



For this exercise, I did install DP on Windows 10 and made it as my PXE server without WDS.  I wanted to 

test the new feature in Current Branch 2002 where we can have PXE server without WDS. 

I installed DP and Configured these options. 

 

 



 

 



Now we have PXE service running on Windows 10 and no WDS. 

 

 

These are the folders you will see when you install DP with PXE and without WDS. 

 

 



This is the log you can look for any issue with PXE. 

 

Tested RDP on the core server 2004.  Here it is… 

 

With this we have setup Windows Server 2004 Core as a virtual machine. 

Thanks 

Ram Lan 
9th Jun 2020 
 


