
How to install masOS Catalina on VMWare workstation and upgrade to masOS Big Sur 

In this post, I will show you the install process for Catalina and upgrade to Big Sur v11.0.  You can 

download vmdk file from here for masOS Catalina - https://www.intoguide.com/how-to-install-macos-

catalina-on-vmware-on-windows-10-on-pc/ 

 

 

 

https://www.intoguide.com/how-to-install-macos-catalina-on-vmware-on-windows-10-on-pc/
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Now edit virtual machine settings 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

Now edit VMX file 

 

 



Now power on virtual machine 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Click Users and Groups – Create a new user without password and make the user as admin in case we 

need it later 

 



Click System Preferences – Software Update 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



If you see below error when you press restart – just ignore and wait for the system to restart. 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

This concludes Big Sur install on VMWare workstation.  Check this link for new features - 

https://www.apple.com/macos/big-sur-preview/features/ 

Thanks 

Ram Lan 
28th June 2020 
 

If you see this error during the upgrade do the following 

Run below command on Host Mac Machine 

sysctl hw.model 
ioreg -l | grep board-id 

Edit VMX file and add this at the end 

smbios.reflectHost = "True" 
hw.model = "MacBookProxx, x" 
board-id = "Mac-189A3D4F975D5FFC" 

 

https://www.apple.com/macos/big-sur-preview/features/

